Epidemiological Section 269 three classes of districts was the same-namely, 0'06 per thousand. So that in the case of diarrhcea there was a cause acting in towns which was not acting in the country. One could hardly suppose that was only flies. He believed enteric did not respond to increased temperature in the same way that diarrhcea. did. He knew from letters received from Dr. Ballard that that observer had recognized that the connexion between the prevalence of diarrhcea and earth temperature was not that anything happened at a depth of 4 ft. causing the diarrhaea, but that the 4-ft. temperature was an indication of the algebraic sum of the gains and losses of heat which had occurred during the summer.
Dr. SANDILANDS, in response to the President, said the subject before the-Section had already been so fully and so ably discussed that he did not know there was anything he could usefully add. In a certain number of institutions, in which he made inquiry there was some evidence of infection, but the evidenc& did not satisfy him as being conclusive that the disease had spread by infection from case to case.
Dr. WHEATON called attention to the fact that no results of estimations. of flies were given for 1907, yet that was a year in which something definite could be found. That year was distinguished by the lateness of the diarrhoea. mortality; it attained its maximum on October 12, and continued for some weeks later. The same remark applied in the case of enteric fever. It was. unnecessary to deal with privy-middens in this case at all, because there were several large towns having the water-closet system where there was a very high mortality from diarrhwea. With regard to what had been said about the spread of diarrhcea in institutions, he had considerable experience of that, having been physician to a hospital for children and women for many years where there were admitted, as a matter of routine, very bad cases of summer diarrhaea. They never had any suspicion of any spread of disease in that, institution, and in his numerous visits to workhouses he had inquired on the point, but had not been able to find evidence that the disease spread in workhouses. Yet many cases of summer diarrhcea were admitted to workhouses, and some workhouses swarmed with flies. He thought there might be some relation between flies and enteric, just as there might be between flies and diarrhcea, but he thought it must be a very limited one. The initial rise, which was such a noteworthy feature in Dr. Niven's charts, might be due to cases. of enteric fever suddenly being notified. In a particular district there were certain to be many cases which were regarded by local medical men with suspicion; then one of them notified a case, and instantly others rushed in with notifications of cases about which they had been hesitating for weeks.
Dr. BUCHAN said that at this point of the proceedings there was only time to refer to one point which he desired to bring to the notice of the Section. It, referred to the relationship of the curve of flies to the curve of diarrhcea cases.
